
4060: The first essay assignment: your proposal 
Edited Jan 12, 2017 

This assignment will count for 1/3 of your research grade, so either 17% or 13% of your 

course grade—quite a bit.    

 

I need from you a proposed topic. I call it a proposal, but the topic is something we will 

have discussed and agreed on before you email it to me on, or before, the due date.  

 

So, a lot of your research will be completed when you hand in your proposal.    

 

Please send your proposal to me as an attachment to an email. Title your file 

“4060Proposal_xxx_yyy.” where you replace xxx with your last name, and yyy is the 

date you send it.  I assume your file will be a WORD file or a PDF file.    

 

In the subject heading of the email put the exact name of your attached file.  

 

It is critically important that you use the subject and file naming convention: my 

software will put in the correct file. Otherwise it will disappear in the ether.  If you send 

me an attachment titled “paper.doc” I will cry in despair, and you will not get credit for 

the assignment (because I will not have seen it.    

 

Your proposal will include (1) a working title, (2) a list of sources (properly referenced), 

(3) a section describing you topic and the articles you will review, and (4), a two-level 

outline.   

 

Your list of sources will be broken down into three sections: 

1. A listing of the sections of the book relevant to your topic (by sections or page 

numbers) 

2. A listing of the articles and books that the book lists as sources for your topic.  



3. A list of the new sources that you have found, along with the abstract for each of 

these sources. (Include a link to the source, include it so I can click on it and read 

it.   

4. All of the sources need to be reported using the reference style used in the book.  

 

Please indicate with an ® after each item on your source list that you have read. Do not 

lie. I will be upset if you have not read all of your sources.  

 

In terms of length, I would expect that your sources will take about a page, maybe a bit 

more given that you will be including some abstracts. Title this section “Sources”. Your 

Outline will be a page or less, and your Description of your topic will be a page or two.  

 

The first thing I will look at are your sources. A proposal without a list of good and 

relevant articles to review is not a proposal.  

If your proposal is something along the line of “I was thinking about writing something 

about X.” I will not read it. And you will get zero for this part of the course. In addition, 

you will have no feedback from me.  

Your mentor will need to read and give you feedback on your proposal before you send it 

to me. So, allow enough time for this to happen.  

Make sure your written proposal is consistent with what is in the following documents: 

What your research and essay should, and should not, achieve  

Sources, citations, your topic and your background 

Specifically note your topic and the point you hope to make.  

Your proposal should include a proposed title for your essay. Something that is enticing 

and informative.   

 

http://www.colorado.edu/economics/morey/4060/4060ResearchProjectPaper/4060Project_goals.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/economics/morey/4060/4060ResearchProjectPaper/4060SourcesCitationsYourTopicYourBackground.pdf


Make sure your proposal explains how your paper will relate to economics and be 

appropriate for the course.  

 

Remember that your topic must expand on or critique a topic in the book.  

 

Most topics will initially be too broad.  

 

When and if I post them, read some of the past student papers at  

“Interesting and noteworthy student essays” 

 

The more detail you can give me the better.  

 

You need to find a student mentor for you research and paper. Two people cannot mentor 

each other. Mentoring will count for 10% of your course grade. For more on mentoring 

see xxxx.  

 

Your proposal needs to be well written.   

 

You likely will be asked to describe in class your topic and its point before the proposal 

is due.  

 

Thanks.  

 


